


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2. original site 
L good -ruins 2~ a\tered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

The H o t e l  Warwick i s  a  s e v e n - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h e  - e c l e c t i c  commercial  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  and  1930s .  
I t s  d e s i g n  employs a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e v i c e s  a n d  themes  from b o t h  G o t h i c  
R e v i v a l  and  A r t  Deco s t y l e s .  E r e c t e d  i n  1928  t o  r e p l a c e  a n  e a r l i e r  
h o t e l  o f  t ,he same name, t h e  h o t e l  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a  t w o - s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  
(1962)  a t  t h e  r e a r  ( e a s t )  e l e v a t i o n . .  The h o t e l  s i t e  i n c l u d e s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one a c r e .  

The p r i m a r y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  h o t e l  a r e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
and  l o b b y  on West Avenue ( w e s t  e l e v a t i o n )  and  t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  
( 2 5 t h  S t r e e t )  

. .. DETAILED ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS: . ~ 

, .  . 

  he h b t e l i s .  & o n s t r d c t e d  o'f d a r k  r e &  61-icll l a i d  i n  runhi-ng bor,d :. 
w i t h  t e r r a  c o t t a  t i l e  o r n a m e n t e t i o n .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  on t h e  n o r t h  
and  w e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  ( t h e  h o t e l ' s  p r i n c i p a l  f r o n t a g e  on 2 5 t h  S t r e e t  
and  West Avenues,  r e s p e c t i v e l y )  i s  c l a d  w i t h  w h i t e  t e r r a  c o t t a  t i l e s ,  
s i m u l a t i n g  s t o n e  a n d  l a i d  i n  r e g u l a r  c o u r s e s ,  r e s t i n g  on a  low g r e y  
t e r r a  ' ~ o ' t t a  p l i n t h .  The e n t r a n c e  doorway on t h e  wes t  e l e v a t i o n  i s  
c e n t e r e d  b e n e a t h  a  l a n c e t  a r c h  open ing  i s  a  f a l s e  p o r t i c o  w i t h  p a r a p e t  
above .  The p a r a p e t  d e s i g n  i n c l u d e s  p i e r c e d  t r a c e r y  and  a  c e n t r a l  
p i l a s t e r  w i t h  a n  i n s e t  s h i e l d .  The l e g e n d  W A R W I C K  i s  c a s t  above  t h e  
doorway i n  Old E n g l i s h  r a i s e d  l e t t e r s .  A m e t a l  marquee p r o j e c t s  from 
t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  ' t h e  m u n i c i p a l  s i d e w a l k .  

The main e l e v a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows a r e  casement  t y p e ,  w i t h  
one g roup  of  windows ( 7 2 - l i g h t ,  i n  f o u r  , . v e r t i c a l  ' p a n e l s  'of 3 8  l i g h t s )  
on e a c h  s i d e  of  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p o r t i c o .  , A l l  windows above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
c o n s i s t  of a  l a r g e ,  f i x e d  pane  above  a s m a l l  operable pane. i . ~  ;t>e..lower 
f i f t h  of  t h e  o p e n i n g ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s a s h e s  ( 8  o v e r  1 des ' ig$)"havlng  been 
removed by a  p r e v i o u s  owner.  The f o u r  window baj-s a r e  r e c e s ' s e d  
s l i g h t l y  b e h i n d  t h e  main p l a n e  of  t h e  f a c a d e ,  c r e a t i n g  a  p i l a s t e r '  
e f f e c t  r i s i n g  from j u s t  below t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  windows where t h e r e  
a r e  t h r e e  r e c e s s e d  o r n a m e n t a l  t e r r a  c o t t a  p a n e l s  w i t h  s c r o l l w o r k .  The 
p a n e l s  r u n  h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  w i t h  one below e a c h  window and  a  c e n t e r  p a n e l  
s p a n n i n g  t h e  two c e n t e r  s a s h e s .  A t e r r a  c o t t a  r i b b o n  below t h e  s e v e n t h  
f l o o r  windows s u r r o u n d s  t h e  w e s t ,  n o r t h  and  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n s ,  e x c e p t  a t  ! 
t h e  f i r e  e s c a p e  on t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n .  Benea th  e a c h  window t h e  r i b b o n  
f e a t u r e s  a  c a r t o u c h e  o f  t h r e e  s h i e l d s  w i t h  c r o s s  and  two f l o r a l  m e d a l l i o n s .  

Cappin? t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  t e r r a  c o t t a  a n d  b r i c k  f a l s e  
p a r a p e t .  The p a r a p e t  on t h e  w e s t  e l e v a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  f o u r  low p o s t s  
and  a  h a l f  p o s t  a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  p o s t  s e p a r a t e d  by a n  u n p i e r c e d  w a l l  
w i t h  a  r e p e a t i n g  a r c h  a n d  column d e s i g n .  The p o s t s  a r e  c e n t e r e d  on 
t h e  p i l a s t e r s  on t h e  w e s t  and  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n s .  The l o w e s t  s e c t i o n  of  
t h e  p a r a p e t  i s  formed b y A a  c o n t i n u o u s  d e c o r a t i v e  t e r r a  c o t t a  r i b b o n  
w i t h  d e s i g n s  s u g g e s t i n g  b o t h i c  t r a c e r y  be tween  t h e  b a s e  of each  p o s t .  



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
-- prehisloric - ... archeology-prehistoric - community planning - .. landscape  architecture^__.. religion 
-- 1400-1499 archeology-historic . - conservation . . law science 
- 1500-1599 -_ agriculture ..-economics - literature -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 .x- architecture _ education . x  military . social/ 
_- 1700-1799 - art - engineering --- music humanitarian 
-- 1800-1899 .- commerce . -. explorationisettlement _ philosophy .-theater 
3 1900- - _  communications . industry -. politicsigovernment - transportation 

. invention - other (specify) 
~- . ..~. - -~ ~~~.~ ~ ~ 

specific' dates 1928,  1962 ' Builder;Architect a r c h i t e c t  unknown 
~~ ~~~~~~~ - - ~ ~ ~ . ~ .  . 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The H o t e l  Warwick was t h e  f i r s t  s k y s c r a p e r ,  f i r s t  tower  h o t e l  and  
f i r s t  f i r e p r o o f  h o t e l  i n  Newport News. The h o t e l ' s  e x t e r i o r  o r n a m e n t a t i o n ,  
Newport Newst o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  example of  t h e  e c l e c t i c  commercial  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  1920s  and  1 9 3 0 s ,  combines f a m i l i a r  d e c o r a t i v e  
f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  A r t  Deco and  Tudor R e v i v a l  s t y l e s .  The h o t e l  was u s e d  
e x t e n s i v e l y  d u r i n g  World War I1 t o  q u a r t e r  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  a s s i g n e d  
t o  work w i t h  t h e  n e a r b y  s h i p y a r d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Newport News Sh ip -  
b u i l d i n g  and Drydock Company's f a c i l i t y  w i t h i n  s i g h t  of  t h e  h o t e l .  
Large  s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  h.ote$..; end  i t s ;  annex  'buil.ding, now. d e s t r o y e d ,  

~. were devot 'ec  . . .  e x c i ~ s l v e l y  to. m i l i r t a r y  use. . :  : ~ ,. , . . . . . ... 
. . i . L .  ' . . I .  , ,~ 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

The H o t e l  Warwick was e r e c t e d  i n  1928 by t h e  Old Dominion Lend 
Company t o  expand a n  e a r l i e r  h o t e l  o f  t h e  same name. The l a n d  company, 
one of t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Newport News, was 
founded  by Newport News' most s i g n i f i c a n t  bus inessman,  r a i l r o a d  
magnate  C o l l i s  P .  Hun t ing ton .  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  company c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  
h o t e l  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1920s ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  p , r e s e n t  h o t e l  was b u i l t .  

Newport News a r o s e  q u i c k l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  nineteleki ' th c 'entury from 
l a n d  which was f a r m e d  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  Hun t ing ton .  The a r e a  had 
been  s e t t l e d  a s  ' e a r l y  a s  t h e  mid-1600s.  The s p a r s e l y - s e t t l e d  farm 
l a n d  i n c l u d e d  a  p o r t  a r e a  which was i m p o r t a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. 
Modern d e v e l c p n ! e n t ' o f N e w p o r t  News d a t e s  t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of  t h e  s i t e  
of  t h e  p r e s e n t  h o t e l ,  by t h e  Old Dominion Land Company, on. 2 August  1881. 
The l a n d  company s o u g h t  ' t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  n a t u r a l  deep-water  p o r t  'on t h e  
James R i v e r  f o r  r a i l r o a d  p i e r s ,  commercial  s h i p p i n g  docks  and  commercial  
development  o f  a d j a c e n t  l a n d .  H u n t i n g t o n  a l s o  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Chesa- 
peake  and  Ohio R a i l r o a d ,  which d e v e l o p e d  t h e  r i v e r f r o n t  a r e a  i n t o  a  
major  r a i l  ya rd .  

I n  March 1880 t h e  V i r g i n i a  G e n e r a l  Assembly c h a r t e r e d  t h e  Chesa- 
peake  and Ohio R a i l r o a d  Company, g r a n t i n g  i t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b u i l d  a  r a i l  
l i n e  from Richmond t o  Newport News and  t o  p u r c h a s e  l a n d  f o r  development .  
I n  Oc tobe r  of  t h e  same y e a r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  g r a n t e d  a  c h a r t e r  t o  t h e  
Old Dominion Land Company, which i m m e d i a t e l y  began p u r c h a s i n g  s i t e s  
and l a y i n g  o u t  a  v i l l a g e .  

The l a n d  company b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  H o t e l  Warwick, i n  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  
s t y l e ,  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  h o t e l  i n  1883. I n  1886 a n o t h e r  
Hun t ing ton  company, t h e  Chesapeake Dry Dock a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company, 
was e s t a b l i s h e d .  - T h i s  l a t t e r ~ c o m p a n y ~ b e c a m e  t h e  Newport News s h i p -  
b u i l d i n g  and  Drydock Company, now t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a r g e s t  p r i v a t e  s h i p -  
b u i l d e r  and  t h e  c i t y ' s  ma jo r  employer .  
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See  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  #4 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property I /3 -- 

Quadrangle name NewWrt News South, VA Quadrangle scale - 1 :24000 _ 
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The n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  r e p e a t s  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  main f a c a d e ,  w i t h o u t  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  p o r t i c o ,  w i t h  s e v e n  bays  of  windows on t h e  main w a l l  and  
s i x  p o s t s  i n  t h e  p a r a p e t .  The g round  f l o o r  t e r r a  c o t t a  w a l l  i n c l u d e s  
two l a r g e  windows o p e n i n g  i n t o  t h e  l o b b y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  on t h e  
main f a c a d e ,  two s m a l l  casement  windows and  a  s i n g l e  g l a s s  door  w i t h  
aluminum f r ame  and  jamb. The e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  two window bays  
(one  on t h e  n o r t h  a n d  one  on t h e  s o u t h )  and  a  c e n t r a l  doorway and  
f i r e s t a i r .  The e a s t  w a l l  p a r a p e t  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  main f a c a d e  b u t  
w i t h o u t  t h e  h a l f  p o s t  a t  c e n t e r .  

The s o u t h  w a l l  i s  v i r t u a l l y  w i t h o u t  o r n a m e n t a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  f o r  
t h e  f o u r  p o s t s  i n  t h e  p a r a p e t  w a l l  which r e t u r n s  a r o u n d  from t h e  e a s t  
and  wes t  w a l l s  and  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r r a  c o t t a  r i b b o n  below 
t h e  p a r a p e t .  The s o u t h  w a l l  i n c l u d e s  f o u r  b a y s  of  windows g rouped  
a t  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  w a l l  and  two bays ,  s i x t h  and  s e v e n t h  f l o o r s  
o n l y ,  on t h e  w e s t  end.  A s i n g l e  window i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  
of t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  equipment  room above  t h e  s e v e n t h  f l o o r .  

The 1962 a d d i t i o n  o f  two f l o o r s  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  
i s  b u i l t  o f  p l a i n  r e d  b r i c k ,  l a i d  i n  r u n n i n g  bond, w i t h  a  s i n g l e  r i b b o n  
of w h i t e  s t o n e  below t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  windows, f o r m i n g  t h e  window s i l l ,  
and  a  whi te  s t o n e  c a p p i n g  r i b b o n .  The f o u r  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows a r e  
aluminum w i t h  a  s i n g l e  f i x e d  pane  i n  t h e  l o w e r  s e c t i o n  and  a  s i n g l e .  
s e m i - c i r c u l a r  pane i n  t h e  a r c h  above  e a c h  window. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
f o u r  windows a r e  a  s i n g l e  a r c h e d  doorway w i t h  g l a s s  door  and  two 
a r c h e d  o p e n i n g s  which a r e  c l o s e d  w i t h  masonry.  The u p p e r  f l o o r  i n c l u d e s  
s even  f i x e d  s a s h  m e t a l  windows. On t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  i s  
p e n e t r a t e d  o n l y  by a  s i n g l e  m e t a l  doo r  on t h e  g round  f l o o r .  The s o u t h  
e l e v a t i o n  i s  b roken  o n l y  by s e v e n  windows on t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  

The s o u t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  i s  p a r g e t e d  t o  c o v e r  t h e  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  w a l l  wh ich  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  wing d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e  
i n  1961. The p a r g e t e d  a r e a  c o v e r s  f l o o r s  one  t h r o u g h  f i v e  b e n e a t h  
t h e  f i r s t  two bays  of  windows on t h e  wes t  s i d e .  

The most s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  h o t e l  i s  
t h e  f o r m a l  l o b b y  a c r o s s  t h e  wes t  e l e v a t i o n .  The e n t r a n c e  doorway i s  
a n  ensemble  of two d o o r s  f l a n k i n g  a  c e n t r a l  r e v o l v i n g  door  w i t h  
t h e  whole  surmounted  by a  c r e n e l a t e d  w a l l  o f  d a r k - s t a i n e d  oak i n  t h e  
s t y l e  of a  Tudor c a s t l e  b a t t l e m e n t .  The l o b b y  r e s e m b l e s  a  s m a l l  
b a r o n i a l  h a l l .  Two l a r g e  s q u a r e  columns w i t h  b a s e  and  c a p i t a l s  s u p p o r t  
l a r g e  f a l s e  beams w i t h  d e e p l y  c a r v e d  p l a s t e r  on t h e i r  u n d e r s i d e s .  The 
p o s t s  and  beams ( s t e e l  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s laster) c r e a t e  s i x  c o f f e r s ,  e ach  
w i t h  a s i m p l e  a p p l i e d  p l a s t e r  b o r d e r  a n d  a  t w o - t i e r e d  c a s t  b r a s s  
c h a n d e l i e r  w i t h  e i g h t  a rms .  

The r e a r  w a l l  o f  t h e  l o b b y  i n c l u d e s  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  desk  r e c e s s e d  
below a  b road  a r c h  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  w i t h  a n  a r c h i t r a v e d  l a n c e t  a r c h e d  
doorway a t  c e n t e r  and  a  p a i r  o f  d o o r s  f o r  t h e  e l e v a t o r s  on t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e .  The c e n t r a l  a r c h  g i v e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  h a l l w a y  which  b i s e c t s  e a c h  
f l o o r  and  t o  t h e  main s t a i r w a y ,  b e h i n d  t h e  bank of  e l e v a t o r s .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  h o t e l  c o n t a i n s  no o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  Each f l o o r  r e p e a t s  t h e  p l a n  of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
w i t h  a  h a l l  and  rooms o c c u p y i n g  t h e  a r e a  above  t h e  l o b b y .  
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The H o t e l  Warwick 's  s t r u c t u r e  employs t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  of  f i r e p r o o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  a n d  c o n c r e t e  and  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  and  f l o o r s  a r e  of  s t e e l  and  t e r r a  c o t t a .  Hollow 
t e r r a  c o t t a  b l o c k s  a r e  l a i d  i n  v a u l t e d  a r c h e s  i n  t h e  f l o o r s  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  we igh t  o f  a  t h i n  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r  s u r f a c e .  The i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  
o f  t e r r a  c o t t a  w i t h  a  s u r f a c e  c o a t i n g  of  p l a s t e r .  An u n u s u a l l y  
e l a b o r a t e  plumbing sys t em,  no l o n g e r  f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  once p r o v i d e d  
h o t  w a t e r  and  i c e  w a t e r  t o  a l l  rooms. 

A s i n g l e  o u t b u i l d i n g ,  a  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  and  masonry b l o c k  s t r u c t u r e  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  h e a t i n g  equipment ,  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  q u a r t e r  
of t h e  one a c r e  s i t e .  The r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  l o t  i s  u s e d  f o r  p a r k i n g .  
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The h o t e l  r a p i d l y  became a  c e n t e r  of  b u s i n e s s  a n d  commercial  
a c t i v i t y  h o u s i n g  a t  v a r y i n g  t i m e s  t h e  c i t y ' s  f i r s t  bank,  f i r s t  newspaper ,  
t h e  coun ty  government  and  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P o s t  O f f i c e  and  Custom 
House. Most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick s e r v e d  a s  company head-  
q u a r t e r s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  r a i l r o a d  and  t h e  s h i p y a r d .  Dur ing  World War I 
t h e  h o t e l  s e r v e d  as a s o c i a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
a t  t h e  n e a r b y  p o r t .  The Newport News P o r t  o f  Embarka t ion ,  j u s t  a c r o s s  
West Avenue from t h e  h o t e l ,  was one of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e x i t  and  r e - e n t r y  
p o r t s  d u r i n g  t h e  war. E n t e r t a i n e r s  W. C .  F i e l d s ,  A 1  J o l s o n ,  and  Vernon 
and I r e n e  C a s t l e  were among t h e  h o t e l ' s  most famous g u e s t s .  

The p r e s e n t  h o t e l  Warwick was e r e c t e d  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
h o t e l ,  which had  been r e m o d e l l e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  expand t h e  
h o t e l  o p e r a t i o n  i n  1928.  The Old Dominion Land Company was a t  t h e  
t i m e  owned by a  g roup  o f  l o c a l  i n v e s t o r s ,  t h e  H u n t i n g t o n  i n t e r e s t s  
h a v i n g  s o l d  t h e i r  s h a r e s  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  1920s .  

The new h o t e l  was b u i l t  a t  a  c o s t  o f  $350,000. C o n t a i n i n g  s e v e n t y -  
two rooms, a l l  w i t h  p r i v a t e  b a t h s ,  t h e  new b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  r a i s e d  t h e  
c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick t o  o v e r  200 rooms. 

Dur ing  World War I1 t h e  h o t e l  was u s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  by t h e  worke r s  a n d  managers  of  t h e  n e a r b y  s h i p y a r d s .  
The b a l l r o o m  was s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w e n t y  roonis a n d  a n  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g  
n e a r b y ,  now demol i shed ,  was c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a n  annex  t o  accommodate 
a d d i t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  g u e s t s .  The e n t i r e  second f l o o r  o f  t h e  new h o t e l  
was u s e d ,  a t  some p o i n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  war,  e x c l u s i v e l y  as  a  m i l i t a r y  
b a r r a c k s .  

The H o t e l  Warwick t o w e r s  above  t h e  f l a t  l a n d s c a p e  of  T i d e w a t e r  
V i r g i n i a  and i s  v i s i b l e  f o r  m i l e s  up and  down t h e  James R ive r .  The 
rooms above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f f e r  commanding v i ews  of  t h e  h a r b o r ,  
where s h i p s  and  submar ines  a r e  a  common s i g h t .  From t h e  upper  f l o o r s  
of  t h e  h o t e l  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  and  s h i p  r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s  of 
t h e  Newport News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Drydock Company a r e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  
day and  n i g h t .  

Records  of t h e  h o t e l  and  i t s  p a r e n t  company were l o s t  d u r i n g  s e v e r a l  , 
changes  i n  owner sh ip ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  no  r e c o r d  e x i s t s  which i d e n t i f i e s  
t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  The re  i s  no d e d i c a t i o n  p l a q u e  o r  c o r n e r s t o n e .  The f i l e s  
of  t h e  l o c a l  newspaper  and  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l  do n o t  
c o n t a i n  any i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  The h o t e l ' s  d e s i g n  i s  
a t t r i b u t e d  l o c a l l y  t o  t h e  f i r m  o f  Ralph  Bencker ,  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  

The h o t e l  i s  now s u r r o u n d e d  by h i g h  r i s e  o f f i c e  a n d  commercial  
b u i l d i n g s  of  r e c e n t  v i n t a g e .  Much o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i -  
t a g e  was l o s t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1960s  t h r o u g h  d e m o l i t i o n  a n d  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
which c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  1970s .  Today, o n l y  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick and  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P o s t  O f f i c e  and  Custom House (1904,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  a c r o s s  
2 5 t h  S t r e e t  from t h e  h o t e l ,  s u r v i v e  from a n  e a r l i e r  e r a .  
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10.  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - Verba l  boundary  d e s c r i p t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

a  p o i n t ;  t h e n c e  S26023'E a  d J s t a n c e  o f  9 4 ' i  t o  a p o i n t ;  t h e n c e  
S63037'W a d i s t a n c e  of  1 2 . 5 ' -  t o  a p o i n t ;  t h e n c e  S8°241W+a d i s t a n c e  
of 2 1 . 9 2 ' i  t o  a p o i n t ;  t h e n c e  S26O23'E a d i s t a n c e  of  8 8 ' -  t o  a  p o i n t ;  
t h e n c e  S63O37lW a d i s t a n c e  of  1 7 5 ' f  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o r  p l a c e  o f  
b e g i n n i n g ,  a s  shown o f  p l a t  drawn by C i t y  o f  Newport News, 
Department  o f  P u b l i c  Works, and  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  C l e r k ' s  
O f f i c e  i n  Deed Book 751,  a t  page  428, t o  which r e f e r e n c e  i s  h e r e  
made. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated property of approximately 1/3 of an acre i s  on the same s i t e  of the 
or iginal  Hotel warwick erected i n  1883 by the O l d  Dominion Land Company. Thus, there 
has been a  hotel  on the land t r a c t  fo r  over 100 years. The present hotel i s  bui l t  
d i rec t ly  on the s i t e  of the 1883 hotel  which was torn down i n  1928. 








